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People Dedicated to the Field of Rice 

Also available on our website: WWW.RICETEC.COM 

 

To sign up for the           

RiceTec podcast, 

email Dr. Brian Ottis  

 ottis@ricetec.com 

 

Remember to check 

RiceTec's website             

today for updates, 

information and details 

on programs. 

The environment during the growing season is conducive to the development of two economically     

important diseases in rice production.   Sheath blight and blast are two diseases that have the potential to 

cause significant  economic loss if left unchecked.  According to University data, these diseases cause 

yield and quality losses ranging from 8 to 10 percent annually.  This is a significant loss of revenue to 

producers; however, utilizing RiceTec Hybrids as your first line of  defense against diseases can mean 

more money in your pocket at the end of the year.      

Although RiceTec Hybrids have the best disease package in the industry, this does not mean that     

scouting for diseases in hybrids is not essential for maximizing yields. Sheath blight is the most         

frequent disease observed in rice production and is one of the leading causes of economic loss.  Since the 

disease is soil born it will always be in those fields that have a history of the disease.  RiceTec hybrids 

normally do not require a fungicide treatment for sheath blight; however, fields should be scouted 

closely for the disease and treated with a fungicide when necessary.  

Blast is another disease that can cause significant yield loss, but unlike sheath blight, there are         

varieties/hybrids that are resistant to the disease.  RiceTec Hybrids are resistant to the most common 

races of blast.  Blast is an airborne disease that has the potential to devastate rice fields if left           

untreated.  If leaf blast is observed it is recommended to treat with an approved strobilurin fungicide at 

late boot and again about a week later to stop the disease from moving to the panicle.  The blast       

resistance provided by RiceTec hybrids protects your yield without the additional expense of a          

fungicide application.  

 

Don’t let diseases take your profits after all the work and money you have put into your crop.             

Utilizing the  resistance in RiceTec Hybrids will mean more returns and fewer losses from disease.  

RiceTec's Disease Package Is Industry Leader                                           Jeff Branson 
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Late Season 2011 

Lookout for Rice Stinkbugs at Heading                                                                                         Dr. Brian Ottis 
Rice stinkbugs are a perennial problem for rice producers in the Mid South and Gulf Coast.  Rice stinkbug pressure is general ly 

much worse in our southern rice areas, but can be an issue for any rice producer.  Rice stinkbugs generally spend time on flowering 

grasses such as johnsongrass or barnyardgrass and move into rice fields upon heading.  Upon maturity of the grass weeds, the rice 

stinkbugs will move into the rice, so it’s important that you don’t allow grass weeds to mature in fields and keep field edges mowed.  

For the last couple of years it seemed like stinkbugs were at extremely high  levels prior to heading in the Midsouth, but then      

numbers diminished; however, don’t let your guard down as every year brings new conditions and the possibility for problems. 

  

Rice stinkbug damage in milled rice is known as peck, and can also reduce head rice yields if kernels break during milling.  Control 

of rice stinkbugs is important if populations reach threshold levels.  For the first two weeks of heading, the economic threshold is 3-5 

stinkbugs per 10 sweeps of a stinkbug net. Following that, it is 10 stinkbugs per 10 sweeps until rice reaches dough stage. 

 

The best time to check for stinkbugs is in the early morning or late evening hours, as the pest tends to move up the plants during the 

cooler times of the day.  If thresholds are reached, consider applying an insecticide such as a labeled pyrethroid or Tenchu, if        

approved in your area. 

With the ever increasing costs of production, it is never too early to consider what fields to second crop and which ones would be 

best to shoot for a good quality first crop. Some things to consider for making a ratoon crop decision are: 

Main Crop Harvest Date: RiceTec Hybrids second crop matures faster than that of varietals. Therefore you can expand the 

main crop harvest window to September 1 in the Gulf Coast, and still realize a very high yielding RiceTec second crop.           

Rutting after main crop harvest: A wet harvest season makes for poor ratoon crop yields. Excessive rutting by combines and 

auger carts cut down on harvested ratoon crop acres, and make yield enhancements such as flail mowing virtually impossible. 

Once the decision has been made to ratoon fields, consider the following practices to enhance the grain yield and quality of your  

second crop rice. 

Stubble Management: Flail mowing rice stubble immediately after main crop harvest to a height of 8 to 10 inches has            

consistently increased ratoon yields in RiceTec Hybrid rice fields by 500 to 1000 lbs/acre. A second option would be to slow your 

combine down and cut your main crop rice to a height of 8 to 10 inches. Rolling the main crop stubble doesn’t seem to have any   

advantage. 

      Nitrogen Management: RiceTec Hybrids respond best to 100 units of nitrogen applied to dry ground, at ratoon crop flood up. 

University tests show that you lose yield each day you delay flooding your ratoon crop. Chase the combine out of the field with the 

flood water. University tests are currently under way to determine if a second nitrogen application at boot in the ratoon crop has any 

additional benefit to grain yield and milling. 

 

* Expect about a two week delay in maturity when flail mowing or adding a booting application of nitrogen to the ratoon crop. 

Main Crop Management Key to Ratoon Success                                                                           Mark Spilman 
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Alvin, TX   77511 
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877-580-7423 

Fax  877-588-7423 

RiceTec Service Contacts 
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